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T H A I L A N D /C A M B O D I A15

Fierce  clashes return to 
 disputed border region
Deadly clashes  escalated along 
the disputed Thai-Cambodia 
border, as both sides blamed each 
other  for violating a US-backed 
ceasefi re brokered after a fi ve-day 
confl ict  in July .  Seven civilians in 
Cambodia have been killed, and 
20 wounded, while three Thai 
soldiers have been killed .

 On Tuesday , Cambodia’s senate 
president,  Hun Sen , said that 
“after being patient for more than 
24 hours” to respect the ceasefi re 
deal and evacuate civilians, 
Cambodia had retaliated. 

Thailand’s defence ministry 
spokesperson,  R  Adm  Surasant 
Kongsiri , told the media  that 
Thailand was “determined 
to defend its sovereignty and 
territorial integrity and therefore 
military measures must be taken 
as necessary”.

I N D I A16

Four members of same 
family among 25 dead in f ire
Four members of the same family 
on their fi rst holiday to Goa were 
among  25 killed in a deadly fi re at 
a nightclub in the popular Indian 
tourist state  last Saturday night.

The  blaze broke out  just before 
midnight at Birch by Romeo Lane, 
a  restaurant and nightclub in 
north Goa’s   Arpora  district.

Most  guests inside the venue 
were able to escape but fi ve 
tourists and 20 members of staff  
– mostly working in the kitchen 
 – were killed  . 

Offi  cials said the venue had 
contravened multiple safety 
regulations and  that the basement 
had no fi re  exit.  

JA PA N18

Thousands told to evacuate 
as quake triggers tsunami 
A powerful  7.5-magnitude 
earthquake  shook the north-
east of the country on Monday , 
injuring more than 20 people and 
triggering a tsunami of up to 70cm 
in Pacifi c coast communities.

The earthquake and tsunami 
warnings prompted orders 
for about 90,000 residents to 
evacuate their homes, although 
the warnings were later 
downgraded to advisories.

Tsunami warnings were issued 
for the prefectures of  Hokkaido, 
Aomori and Iwate , and tsunamis 
from 20 to 70cm  high were 
observed at several ports, the 
Japan Meteorological Society said . 

N E W Z E A L A N D20

Police recover swallowed 
pendant by ‘natural means’
Police  recovered a Fabergé egg 
pendant from a man accused of 
swallowing  it in a jewellery store. 

Offi  cers  spent six days 
monitoring every bowel 
movement of the suspect, a 
spokesperson said, and the 
NZ$33,000 ($19,000) James Bond 
Octopussy pendant was recovered 
from his gastrointestinal tract  by 
natural means .

The 32-year-old man, who has 
not been named by police, has 
been in custody since he allegedly 
swallowed the  pendant   on 28 
November.  A spokesperson said 
the necklace and the man would 
remain in police custody.

N E W Z E A L A N D 19

UN report sounds alarm 
over Māori rights
A U N committee  has warned 
 the country is at serious risk 
of weakening Māori rights and 
entrenching disparities  .

 A 14-page report, released  last 
Friday, expressed concerns over 
multiple government policies 
aff ecting Māori, including the 
disestablishment of the Māori 
Health Authority, cuts to public 
funding for Māori services and 
minimising the role of the Treaty 
of Waitangi – the country’s 
founding document that is 
instrumental in upholding 
Māori rights – in schools and 
governance arrangements.  

Prominent Māori leader   Lady 
Tureiti Moxon , who presented a 
complaint over the government’s 
policies to the committee,  said the 
review was “unprecedented in 
both its length and its language”. 

C H I N A17

Hong Kong voters stay away 
from poll in show of dissent 
Turnout for Hong Kong’s “patriots 
only” Legislative Council 
elections  was at a near-record 
low, with fewer than 32% of voters 
casting ballots, as the number of 
registered voters fell for the fourth 
consecutive year.

At 31.9%, last Sunday’s turnout 
is marginally higher than 2021’s 
record low of 30.2%. But fewer 
people overall voted this year: 1.3 
million compared  with 1.4 million 
in 2021. Hong Kong’s population is 
about 7.5 million.

Only candidates vetted as 
“patriots” by a government 
committee were allowed to stand 
for election in the city’s 90-seat 
legislature. Only 20 of those seats 
are directly elected.

 The government mounted 
a huge campaign to encourage 
people to vote, extending the 
opening hours of polling stations 
by two hours compared with 
2021 and plastering the city with 
posters urging people to turn out.

 A n electoral overhaul 
introduced in 2021  means  
boycotting the vote is one of the 
only ways that Hongkongers can 
safely express  dissatisfaction.
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D E AT H S

Frank Gehry

Canadian–

American 

architect of curved 

forms such as 

the Guggenheim 

Museum in 

Bilbao. He died 

on  5 December, 

aged 96 .

Robin Smith

South African-

born  England 

cricketer. He died 

on  1 December, 

aged 62 .

Martin Parr

British 

photographer . 

He died on 

 6 December, 

aged 73 .
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Tom Hicks

 US businessman 

who owned 

 sports teams 

Dallas Stars, 

Texas Rangers 

and Liverpool 

FC. He died on 

 6 December, 

aged 79 . 

Steve Cropper

US guitarist who 

was a member 

of Booker T and 

the MGs . He died 

on  3 December, 

aged 84 .

 Anita Guerreiro

Portuguese fado 

singer. She died 

on  7 December, 

aged 89 . 


